A Modern Arcadia, Frederick Law (msted, Jr. and the Plans for
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208 pages. Many black and white photographs and plans

This handsome book clearly shows the many years that the author
stales were spent in accumulating the matenal and in wniting and
editing, It is the third volume in the Designers and Places Senes and 15
intended for “hoth professionals and general readers,” The name
Olmsted is well known, but this is the first major project of Frederick
Law Olmsted, Jr., who became a planner and landscape architect for the
project conceived as an experiment by the Russell Sage Foundation.

Wealthy New Yorkers were moving to country estates 1o escape the
crowding brought on by huge immigrant populations, Forest Hill
Gardens was planned as a well-designed alternate housing for the
middle class, only fifteen minutes from the city by the Long Island
R arlroad

Non-New Yorkers will be familiar with the Forest Hills name
today because of the tennis tournament there, and there is a remark-
able old photograph of the village green lined with vintage automo
biles duning the LLS. Open.

The first pant deals with the early life and education ol the son of 2
well-known, demanding father. After his death, the firm, changed to
Olmsted Brothers, lasted for the next sixty-three years.

Al Forest Hills Gardens. “outdoor activities were very popilar

Cnara eV E WIS o .I'ul'-ri'n'u' i .'.II'I'I'_'t'. The Wornnen s Cliel l'-!l'_ljl"l"l"l'lr
fectures on the topic.” The Olmsted firm was congratulated on “the
l,-.lh I e firtel OO SHCCERsion of .'J.rll'.'r'.l'.t " which were "
constant delieht, nature and art browght inte harmony.”

In addition to being in charge of the overall development landscap-
ing, the Olmsted firm prepared landscape plans tor a number of
private gardens and supervised other private plans. Olmsted main
tained I is the comprehensive master plan that is key 1o ensuring
harmonions, beautifid and comvenient residential commumiries.” As

Klaus savs, we have leamed that “sprow! does nol age gracefully.”

“The |il||'r|rlr.l.l'.|“.l.'|'|".' I “'.g"-u..'l,;r.' CLrery aspect FEar (3 COARRRRRLEY, g ter
Rarve i built exacily as planned, was rare.” And that, unfortunately,
seems o still be the case. Klaus ends by wniting, ™ Foresr Hills
{rerrelens 5 af oce IuNEre ana elassee, tr'r'HIIrI_'.J."T trrrieless.” | fouimd
the book not only easy to read, but full of interesting informaticn amd
observations, and wonderiul photographs
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A Cardener's Guide to Frost by Phalip Hamden
Willow Creek Press. 2003
128 pages, 'Y color photographs

Frost, personified by a first name, Jack, affects gardeners in over
three-gquarters of the carth’s surface. Author Phalip Hamden, who
gardens in upper New York State along the Canadian border, has
learned 1o think of Jack Frost as simply one more character in the
fascinating drama of gardening.

In this slim volume he defines frost, describes the two different
types — one caused by the cooling of the eanth, the other by the
arrival of a figid air mass — and explains exactly how it damages
plants (basically by dehydration). He suggests garden site consider-
ations for extending the growing season before launching into a
rather involved scientific approach to forecastng frost, Later chapters
provide good practical sdvice for hardening off seedlings and fending
off late spring frost (that’s type-one frost, remember?) and for
extending the growing season beyond the first few fngid air blasts

Harnden limits his scope to vegetable growing and provides a
useful chart showing frost iolerance for vanous garden vegetables
There is also a list of internet websites for weather information.

The outstanding photographs capture gardens and plants covered
with icy crvstals in mre moments of hoary beaury.
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